
F I R S T  R E F O R M E D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
Order of Worship 

 

J u n e  9 ,  2 0 1 9  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS           

PRELUDE                                    

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                   from Psalm 67    

Minister: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your way 
may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations. 

All: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! Let the nations be glad 
and sing for joy! 

Minister: For you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. The earth has 
yielded its increase; 

All: God, our God, shall bless us. God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him!  

*HYMNS                                                                                                                  

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling , No. 529                                                              (Charles Wesley) BEECHER 
Stanzas 1, 3, 4 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heav'n, to earth come down: 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown: 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be: 
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, till in heav'n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

May The Peoples Praise You                     (words & music on page 6) 
Keith & Kristyn Getty, David Zimmer, Stuart Townend, Ed Cash 

You have called us out of darkest night, into Your glorious light; 
That we may sing the wonders of  the risen Christ. 
May our every breath retell the grace that broke into our strife; 
With boundless love and deepest joy, with endless life. 

Chorus: 
May the peoples praise You, let the nations be glad! 
All Your blessing comes that we may praise, may praise the Name of Jesus. 

All the earth is Yours and all within, each harvest is Your own; 
And from Your hand we give to You to make Christ known. 
May the seeds of mercy grow in us, for those who have not heard; 
May songs of praise build lives of grace, to spread Your Word. Chorus 

This our holy privilege to declare Your praises and Your name; 
To every nation, tribe and tongue, Your church proclaims! Chorus 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH                                                                                                                                    The Apostles Creed 

Minister:  Christian, what do you believe? 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

HYMN 

Sovereign Grace O’er Sin Abounding              
John Kent, Sandra McCracken 

Sovereign grace oer sin abounding! Ransomed souls, the tidings swell;  
Tis a deep that knows no sounding; who its breadth or length can tell?  
On its glories, let my soul forever dwell. 

What from Christ that soul can sever, bound by everlasting bands?  
Once in Him, in Him for ever; thus the eternal covenant stands.  
None shall take Thee from the Strength of Israel’s hands. 

Heirs of God, joint-heirs with Jesus, long ere time its race begun;  
To His name eternal praises; O what wonders love has done!  
One with Jesus, by eternal union one. 

On such love, my soul, still ponder, love so great, so rich, so free;  
Say, while lost in holy wonder, why, O Lord, such love to me?  
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign, 
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign,  
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign eternally. 

PUBLIC CONFESSION OF SIN                                      adapted from Prone to Wander: Prayers of Confession and Celebration 

Minister: Let us confess our sins before our righteous and holy God. 

All: Heavenly Father, we come before you as sheep who often wander far from you. You have set 
your love upon us, chosen us, and saved us, but we find it hard to trust you and prefer to turn to 
our own wisdom and understanding. You lead us in green pastures for your own name’s sake, 
but we reject your provision and insist on filling ourselves with things that cannot satisfy. You 
call us to straight paths of righteousness, but, too often, we scorn your warnings, ignore your 
guidance, and rebel against your discipline. Father, forgive us for straying from you and turning 
to our own sinful ways. Jesus, we thank you for being our sacrificial lamb who never strayed 
from the path of righteousness. You were torn for our sin and rebellious wanderings, and have 
lovingly gathered us to yourself. Holy Spirit, help us to see the safety, protection, and blessing 
that comes with abiding in the fold of our Great Shepherd, the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                         Romans 3:22 and the Heidelberg Catechism Q. 21 

Righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. Out of sheer grace earned for 
us by Christ, we have had our sins forgiven, have been made forever right with God, and have been granted 
salvation. 
    
RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES    Samantha Bigenho, Emma Lintelman 

Page  2



INTERCESSORY AND OFFERTORY PRAYER 

OFFERTORY                                                   Jesus, Lover of My Soul                       (arr. Campbell) 

*SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                                                                            Luke 13:31-35 
Pew Bible, p. 873                      

SERMON                                                                     The Pursuing God                                                     Rev. Brent Horan 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE 

How Great Thou Art, No. 44                                                                                    (Stuart Hine) O STORE GUD 
Stanzas 1, 3, 4 

O Lord, my God; when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made,  
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.  

Chorus: 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee:  
How great thou art, how great thou art!  
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee:  
How great thou art, how great thou art! 
  

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,  
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,  
He bled and died to take away my sin. Chorus  

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, and there proclaim,  
My God, how great thou art! Chorus  

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  
All those who trust in Christ alone for their salvation, are baptized, and belong to a Bible believing church are invited to partake of the 
Lord’s Supper together, feeding on the grace of God by faith.  If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the elements to pass 
you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the meaning of the Gospel.  

A word to parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they have made a profession of faith and been received as 
communing members by the Session of the church to which their parents belong. NOTE that the colored cups in the outer ring of the 
tray are wine. The clear cups in the inner ring are grape juice. 
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During the bread 
What Wondrous Love is This, No. 261                                    WONDROUS LOVE 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!  
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss  
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,  
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!  

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing,  
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing;  
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM,  
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,  
While millions join the theme, I will sing!  

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,  
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on;  
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be,  
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,  
And through eternity I'll sing on! 

During the cup 
Instrumental 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

*CONCLUDING HYMN 

To God Be the Glory, No. 55                                                     (Fanny J. Crosby) TO GOD BE THE GLORY 
 
To God be the glory, great things he has done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
Who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life-gate that we may go in. 

Chorus: 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son, 
And give him the glory, great things he has done!  

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood! 
To ev'ry believer the promise of God; 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 
That moment from Jesus forgiveness receives. Chorus 

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
But purer and higher and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. Chorus 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                                        Romans 15:5-6                  

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord 
with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

POSTLUDE                                          Fugue and Chaconne in C   (D. Buxtehude) 
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EVENING SERVICE 

Rev. Brent Horan 

6:00 pm 

PRAYER 

Joanna, Rob, Josiah & Tommy  Hemp 
Please pray for comfort for the Hemp family, as well as Joanna’s mother, as they mourn the loss of 
Joanna’s father who lived in Tallahassee, Fl.  

Addison George and her family 
Pray for the George’s as they adapt to a new practice at CHP, that  there would be a smooth 
transition, and that Addison would continue to respond well to the treatments. She will begin 
chemo on Tuesday.  Please pray also for God’s grace and peace for all of the family.  

Patty Bennett 
Praise that Patty’s surgery this past week went well. Continued prayer for healing. 

Ruth Bryant, sister of Heather Kostella 
Pray for Ruth who had surgery on Thursday. Pray for a good prognosis.  
  

Faith Presbyterian Church; LaVale, PA – Pastor LeRoy Capper 
Pray for the summer mission team traveling to Jackson, MS, in support of multicultural ministry, for 
new Young Adult Fellowship and new Bible Study for moms, and Nancy Capper’s chemotherapy. 

Engaged Couples: 
Buck Gray and Joanne Steinbruegge, Camden Woodward & Jackie Robel 
Expectant Mothers: 
Joncelyn Abbott, Shelah Rall 
Military Personnel: 
Michael Frost, Chaplain Stephen Scott, Ben Pleunik 
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May The Peoples Praise You      
Keith & Kristyn Getty, David Zimmer, Stuart Townend, Ed Cash 
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May the Peoples Praise You
Getty, Townend, Cash, Simmer
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